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the fact that the port authorities here have no facilities for fumigating 
vessels or cargo. A fumigating plant is in course of erection, but 
the accessories have not yet all arrived. 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — Plague and cholera in various countries. 
Consul-General Mason reports, April 9 and 11, as follows: 

Plague. 

Egypt. — Between March 19 and 26 there were registered in Egypt 
71 new plague cases (with 57 deaths), viz, 24 cases (18 deaths) in the 
district of Baliana; 21 cases (20 deaths) in the district of Nag-Hamadi; 
9 cases (4 deaths) in the district of Tahtah; 8 cases (5 deaths) in the 
district of Samallut; 3 cases (3 deaths) in Dechneh; 2 cases (3 deaths) 
in the district of Girgeh; 1 fresh case (2 deaths) in Kuesna, and 1 case 
(1 death) in Beni-Mazar; 1 case in Assiut. 

British India. — During the week ended March 12, there were regis- 
tered in the Bombay Presidency 11,425 plague cases (with 8,210 deaths), 
of which 1,081 cases (925 deaths) occurred in the city of Bombay, 164 
cases (145 deaths) in Karachi, 72 cases (51 deaths) in Jamnagar, 46 
cases (27 deaths) in the port of Veraval, and 3 cases (3 deaths) in 
Broach. 

British South Africa. — In Cape Colony, during the week ended 
March 5, a fresh outbreak of plague occurred in Port Elizabeth. 
Plague-infected rats continue to be found both in Port Elizabeth and 
in East London. 

Queensland. — During the week ended February^ 20, three fresh cases 
of plague were registered in Brisbane. 

Plague and cholera. 

British India.- — In Calcutta during the two weeks from February 
21 to March 5, 294 persons died of plague, and 77 persons died of 
cholera. 

Death rate of Berlin and other cities. 

The death rate of Berlin for the week ended March 26 was consider- 
ably higher than that of the preceding week, amounting, calculated on 
the year, to 15.2 per thousand of the population, this being, however, 
lower than the figure for the corresponding week of last year, in which 
the death rate amounted to 16.2 per thousand. In spite of the increase 
in the number of deaths in Berlin, however, almost two-thirds of the 
large German towns and cities showed less favorable health conditions 
than prevailed in this citj^, viz: Hamburg, Munich, Nuremberg, 
Stuttgart, Cologne, Bremen, Brunswick, Breslau, Konigsberg, Rixdorf 
(with 18.5). The death rates of London, Paris, and Vienna were also 
considerably higher than the Berlin figure. On the other hand, the 
following cities had lower rates of mortality than Berlin, namely, 
Schoneberg (with 14.3), Charlottenburg (with 12.5), Dresden, Han- 
over, and Frankfort-on-the-Main. The increase in the number of 
deaths occurred mainly among the higher age classes, the death rate 
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among children in the first year of life showing but a slight advance, 
the mortality rate among infants amounting to 3.4 per year and mille, 
this being lower than the Hamburg and Munich figures. There was 
a slight increase in the number of deaths from acute intestinal diseases 
which claimed 34 victims, while acute diseases of the respiratory 
organs caused 89 deaths. Furthermore, there were registered 8 
deaths from influenza, 77 deaths from phthisis pulmonalis, 36 deaths 
from cancer, 10 deaths from measles, 8 deaths from diphtheria, 6 
deaths from scarlet fever, and, finally, 6 persons died by violence. 

Extract from the directions for combating spotted fever, prepared by 
the Imperial Health Office. 

Spotted fever, or spotted typhus, is frequently described as famine 
or war typhus, because the disease has repeatedly developed and 
spread in times of famine among the starving population, or in time 
of war among the troops weakened by privations and hardships. In 
Germany, during the current century, the disease has in an epidemic 
form especially visited Upper Silesia and East Prussia; it has also 
been observed in other parts of the Empire, notably in certain districts 
of central Germany. 

The illness runs its course with high fever, and is distinguished by 
a rash which appears after the first days of sickness and resembles the 
rash of measles, but is less diffuse and usually spares the face. The 
consciousness of the patient is nearly always clouded. The fever lasts 
about two weeks in favorable cases, yet one-sixth or one-seventh of 
the persons attacked succumb to the disease. Sometimes complicating 
diseases subsequently prove fatal. 

Spotted fever is one of the most communicable diseases. The con- 
tagious matter can both be transferred from the sick to the healthy, 
and be introduced by inanimate objects. The disease is most fre- 
quently spread by roving persons, pedlars, beggars, etc. Its dissemi- 
nation is to be resisted by isolation of patients and disinfection. 

GUATEMALA. 

Report from Livingston, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Peters reports as follows: Week ended 
April 11, 1904: Present officially estimated population, 3,500; total 
number of deaths, 6; prevailing diseases, malarial; general sanitary 
condition of this port and the surrounding country during the week, 
good. 

Bill of health was issued to the following vessel: 
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